
Mine Safety Appliances Company. P.O. Box 426 .Pittsburgh, PA 15230 

Telephone: (412) 967-3000 Writers Direct Dial No, 

Life-SaverTM 60 Self-Contained Self Rescuer (SCSR) 

March 4, 2002 

To Users of Life-Saver 60 SCSRs: 

As a result of the most recent NP1TL/NIOSH/MSHA Long Term Field Evaluation, it has been 
brought to our attention that some clarification is neededregarding the service life of the Life-
Saver 60 SCSR (LS-60) [part numbers 815800 and 815500]. 

Although a man-year is commonly accepted as 2,080 hours (8 hours/shift x 5 shifts/week x 52 
weeks/year), this relationship (hours to man-years) is not defined in the LS-60 instruction manual. 
Therefore, we are issuing this notice to inform you of the following additions to the LS-60 
instructions: 

The Life-Saver 60 SCSR has a maximum service life of 10 calendar years from the date 
of manufacture. If the unit is continuously stored in a static condition, this 10 year 
service life applies. If the unit is stored in a mobile condition such that it is worn or 
carried or placed on face machinery, or moving or vibrating equipment, the service life is 
2,600 shifts of 8 hours each (5 shifts/week x 52 weeks/year x 10 years) or 20,800 hours 
maximum (2,080 hours/year x 10 years). 

If the shifts are not 8 hours, adjustments to the service life must be made accordingly, but 
not exceeding a total of 20,800 hours (2,080 hours/year x 10 years) of the unit being 
stored in a mobile condition. If a unit is stored in both static and mobile conditions, the 
service life must be determined basedon the percentageof time under each condition. 
Although the service life may be calculated to be less then 10 years from the date of 
manufacture depending on the storage conditions, the service life may never exceed a 
maximum of 10 years from the date of manufacture. 

If the use history of a unit cannot be determined, it must be assumedthat the unit was 
can"iedthree (3) shifts per day, everyday, since the date of manufacture. It then must be 
removed from service when the maximum service life of 20,800 hours is reached as 
defmed above. 

Seethe examples below for further clarification: 

Example #1: 
If a unit is initially stored in a static condition for 3 years, how long can it be worn at a 
rate of 8 hours per shift, 5 shifts per week, and 52 weeks per year? 

With 30% of the service life consumed during the 3 years storage in a static condition, 
the remaining service life is 2,600 shifts x 70% = 1,820 shifts of 8 hours per shift, 5 shifts 
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per week, and 52 weeks per year. At this rate the unit could be worn for 7 years after the 
3 years static storage. 

ExamDIe #2:
 
If a unit is initially stored in a static condition for 2 years, how long can it be stored on
 
moving equipment that is running for two 10 hour shifts per day, 5 days a week, and 52
 
weeks per year?
 

With 20% of the service life consumed during the 2-year storage in a static condition, the 
remaining service life is 20,800 hours x 80% = 16,640 hours. 

16,640 hours + 20 hours/day = 832 days 

832 days + 5 days/week = 166.4 weeks 

166.4 weeks + 52 weeks/year = 3.2 years (or 3 years and 10 weeks) 

Therefore, the unit can be stored on moving equipment for a period of 3 years and 10 
weeks after the initial static storageperiod of 2 years. 

Example #3:
 
If a unit is initially carried for 3 years at a rate of 10 hours per shift, 5 shifts a week, and
 
50 weeks per year, how long can it be carried at a new rate of 4 hours per shift, 5 shifts a
 
week, and 50 weeks a year?
 

10 hours/day x 5 days/week x 50 weeks/year x 3 years = 7,500 hours 

After the initial period, the remaining life is 20,800 -7,500 = 13,300 hours 

The new rate is 4 hours/day x 5 days/week x 50 weeks/year = 1,000 hours/year 

The remaining life calculation at the new rate is 13,300hours + 1,000 hour/year = 13.3 

years; however, since the total service life cannot exceed 10 years, this unit can be carried 
at the new rate for 7 years. 

The manual is also being revised to reflect minor updatesand for consistency regarding 
acceptable storagepositions. There are two positions allowed, not one. 

Enclosed is a copy the revised instruction manual for your reference. If you have any questions 
or need additional manuals, pleasecontact MSA Customer Service -Technical Support at 1-888-
421-8324. 

Very truly yours, 

Enclosure 
PPLOIO37-02 






